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Volume 4 - Issue 7 

September 

29  Away Volleyball Game vs Fruit Cove 5:30pm 

October  

1  Away Volleyball Game vs Switzerland Point 

6  Away Volleyball Game vs Gamble Rogers 

7  Early Release 

13  Away Volleyball Game vs Landrum 

14  Early Release 

15  Away Volleyball Game vs Sebastian 

20  Away Volleyball Game vs Pacetti Bay 

21  Early Release 

22  Home Volleyball Game vs Fruit Cove 

27  Home Volleyball Game vs Switzerland Point 

28  Early Release 

29  Home Volleyball Game vs Gamble Rogers 

 

Absence Reporting: Email Lindsey.cooper@stjohns.k12.fl.us to 

excuse you student’s absence. Every absence after 15 days will require 

a doctor’s note.  

 
Student Rider Drop off   7:00 am  

School Opens for all students  7:10 am  

School Start Time:   7:30 am  

School Dismissal Time:   1:50 pm * 

* Wednesday 12:50 pm   

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Future Begins Here! Character Counts!  

Pillar of the Month: Responsibility 

➢ Do what you are supposed to do. 

➢ Always do your best. 

➢ Use self-control. 

➢ Be self-disciplined. 

➢ Think before you act – consider the 

consequence. 

➢ Be accountable for your choices. 

 

In the Month of October, We Observe: 

• Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

• National Hispanic Heritage Month 

 

HOT TOPICS 

❖ Book Fair Coming October 5-9, 2026 

❖ National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) – 

applications are being accepted. Deadline – 

October 30th. Late applications will not be 

accepted. More information below.  

 

Thought for the Week: 

There are no shortcuts to any place worth going. 

     Beverly Sills 

Mission : The RJMMS community will work as One Team to ensure there are No Limits to our students 

reaching their full potential. 

 

Vision: To prepare students for high school and post-secondary opportunities. 

mailto:Lindsey.cooper@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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For All Out of County/Overnight Field Studies 

If students would like to an out of county or overnight field 

study, the following rules apply: 

➢ Zero (0) days of OSS  

➢ No more than 2 days ISS  

➢ No more than 10 days of unexcused absences 

➢ Passing ALL Subjects 

 

Note: School administration reserves the right to remove a 

student from a trip, place a student on a waiting list, and/or 

discuss participation with a parent prior to granting 

approval for student to attend a field study. Students with 

any special circumstances (including behavioral or 

medical) should contact school administration prior to 

registering or paying for trip.  

Special Announcements 
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The True Inspiration Award; St. 

Augustine Society’s opportunity to bring 

$200,000 home to St. John's County 

through casting a vote in the Chick-fil-A 

app. Voting ends September 30th. 
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Title I and Title IV Waiver Feedback Opportunities 

SJCSD is seeking feedback on proposed Ed Flex waivers for the 2026–2027 

Title I, Part A and Title IV, Part A grants. Please use the links below and 

respond by October 5, 2026. 

 

The Title I request would provide flexibility with carryover, schoolwide 

program eligibility, Parent and Family Engagement funding, budget 

revisions, and Rank and Serve requirements.  

 

The Title IV request would provide flexibility with spending percentages 

across program areas and certain technology expenditures.  

 

These waivers would help the district respond to identified student and 

school needs while continuing to use funds for their intended purposes. 

 

• Provide feedback on the proposed Title I waiver 

• Provide feedback on the proposed Title IV waiver 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DV9CzsxL8P0-S9HK-boRDUWJWpAsh6OBOmnPgo9_261VUOEtCQzdQVURHSTE4SzdROTlFRlNKWUI0TS4u&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C67e5a69ff3aa418af00108df1a5b3e35%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639258651328669478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lUtuMnSDnmW5LmzZbeejmj3oqsR84IyJteJSknP4NOs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DV9CzsxL8P0-S9HK-boRDUWJWpAsh6OBOmnPgo9_261VUMDY5N0ZSRTlLWVczRVRHMVpDTDRGSk1QWi4u&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C67e5a69ff3aa418af00108df1a5b3e35%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639258651328697735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s0aGcZRawZg6CNOkpnzMgRk2H5pDPkkopIEYFoKCLUc%3D&reserved=0
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Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration 

We are excited to kick off our R.J. Murray Middle School Hispanic Heritage Month 

Celebration, September 15–October 15! This year’s theme is “Many Cultures, One 

Community.” 

As part of our school-wide celebration, each grade level and department will 

participate in our Hispanic Heritage Hall Challenge. Our goal is to transform R.J. 

Murray into a colorful, educational celebration of Hispanic and Latino history, 

culture, traditions, achievements, and contributions. 

       And yes, this is a competition! The winning hallway will receive a Nacho Party! 

                    

Each hall has been assigned a special focus: 

• A Hall – 8th Grade: Hispanic Countries & Government  

• B Hall – 7th Grade: Traditions, Holidays & Celebrations  

• C Hall – Spanish, Media Center & Behavior Unit: Famous Hispanic Leaders, 

Artists & Celebrities  

• D Hall – 6th Grade: Places to Visit Across Hispanic Countries  

• Main Hall – Administration & Electives: Food, Culture & Community 

 

Students are encouraged to be an important part of the celebration by completing 

research projects, creating displays, sharing interesting facts, and helping bring their 

hall's theme to life. 

   Save the Date — October 15! 

Our month-long celebration will conclude with our Family Celebration & Project 

Showcase, Gallery Walk, Hall Challenge Awards, and Teacher & Family Luncheon. 

Families will have an opportunity to tour our halls, view student projects, take 

pictures, and celebrate everything our students have learned. 

We want this to be student-centered, educational, creative, colorful, and FUN! 
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Len Mattiace Stop the Bullying Campaign Contest is here! 

St. Johns County School District is proud to partner with the Len Mattiace Foundation for the 

fifth consecutive year to support the Stop the Bullying Campaign Contest, an initiative dedicated 

to raising awareness and fostering safe, inclusive school environments for students across 

Northeast Florida. As many of you know, Len Mattiace, PGA TOUR golfer and Nease High 

School graduate, has been a passionate advocate for promoting kindness, compassion, and 

inclusion among our youth. 

 

 

Contest Highlights 

• Open to all middle 

school students 

• Contest runs September 

16 through November 5, 

2026 (submission deadline: 

5:00 PM) 

• Cash prizes will be 

awarded to winning 

students 

• Winners will be 

announced on November 

12 and 13 during a special 

visit from the Prize Patrol 

Stop the Bullying 

Campaign Rules & 

Information 

 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lenmattiacefoundation.org%2Fstb-st-johns-county&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6d6eb835334d40b4d22608df13fac425%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639251640037442672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O51%2FgZLzYflPc%2F9cnkiR89cVwDuUfxS%2FuFzDwrardTY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lenmattiacefoundation.org%2Fstb-st-johns-county&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6d6eb835334d40b4d22608df13fac425%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639251640037442672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O51%2FgZLzYflPc%2F9cnkiR89cVwDuUfxS%2FuFzDwrardTY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lenmattiacefoundation.org%2Fstb-st-johns-county&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C6d6eb835334d40b4d22608df13fac425%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639251640037442672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O51%2FgZLzYflPc%2F9cnkiR89cVwDuUfxS%2FuFzDwrardTY%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

Bulldog Bulletin 
Week of September 27 – October 3, 2026 

October Character Counts Pillar – Responsibility 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Bulldog Bulletin 
Week of September 27 – October 3, 2026 

October Character Counts Pillar – Responsibility 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Bulldog Bulletin 
Week of September 27 – October 3, 2026 

October Character Counts Pillar – Responsibility 
 

 

The district needs members for the District Library Material Objection Committee. Please share the following 

information in your newsletters and with your stakeholder groups.  

District Library Material Objection Committee 

The application for the District Library Material Objection Committee is open for the 2026-2027 school year. For 

information, please visit https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/news/objection-committee-2026/ 

If you are interested in serving on the SJCSD Library Material Objection Committee, please submit your interest 

by completing the Objection Committee Interest Form. 

The required training is available online and must be completed prior to serving. 

Please note: The form will remain open throughout the school year, and we will select committee members at 

random. 

Thank you for your willingness to support our schools and students! 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjohns.k12.fl.us%2Fnews%2Fobjection-committee-2026%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C7ae69c218c6149594d0608df1a3c4ce7%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639258518417174677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mp8yO3gabkf6Tnzy0iJ0p6TSSc2zb7lfZaoI4BJ5TVg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DV9CzsxL8P0-S9HK-boRDUWmRHwdzLYFAjlQ2NI4bxkpUQU4zSk9RNjdZT1JDWEZKNDlSSktBQVZRTiQlQCN0PWcu%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C7ae69c218c6149594d0608df1a3c4ce7%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639258518417199636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BRASMQ6FgJDB4R12kqinFlEjGu1CFPWeWzuatKeGzww%3D&reserved=0
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2026 UNF Physics Photo Contest – See the flyer on the next page. 

UNF is holding their annual physics photo contest, which is open to any student in the greater Jacksonville area. 

Submissions are due on October 16th. This is a contest for all students (regardless of their level) in the greater 

Jacksonville area. This is an excellent opportunity for students to explore science and art. The top prize is a $100 

gift card to Amazon, and all they have to do is take photo (the more aesthetically pleasing the better…it is a 

contest) and write one to three sentences about the physics that is captured in the photo. Click the link below for 

the 2026 UNF Photo Contest Website for further information https://materialstheory.domains.unf.edu/unf-

physics-photo-contest/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaterialstheory.domains.unf.edu%2Funf-physics-photo-contest%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C57a8ea7f486e4e29e11108def4aee3f5%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639217229159923073%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qsLspLTHPNGK7uGxnHMbsW1LT4L2fXDLR23dEHGLma4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaterialstheory.domains.unf.edu%2Funf-physics-photo-contest%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCathy.Hutchins%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C57a8ea7f486e4e29e11108def4aee3f5%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639217229159923073%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qsLspLTHPNGK7uGxnHMbsW1LT4L2fXDLR23dEHGLma4%3D&reserved=0
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Running Reminders 

Free Breakfast and Lunch: RJ Murray Middle is a site for free breakfast and lunch. We serve breakfast and lunch free 

of charge for all students. Breakfast starts at 7:10 am and stops at 7:25 am. We encourage all students to have breakfast 

each morning and lunch in our café. 

 

Note: Students are not permitted to take Starbucks or Dunkin Doughnuts beverages into the classroom. Please make 

sure students consume these beverages before entering the building. Glass bottles create a safety risk. Please do not 

allow your student to bring beverages in glass bottles to school.  

 

Home Access Center (HAC) Interim reports and report cards are released and accessible via (HAC).  

 

Sign in Procedure: In line with a district wide sign in, all activity will be completed through use of an identification 

card.  

 

Dismissal and Checkouts: Dismissal changes & Early Checkouts must be completed by 1:00 PM (M, T, TH, F) and 

by 12:00 PM (W). Make sure to have your identification.  

 

Parent Drop Off and Pick:  

Some friendly reminders: 

1. Remember, the Parent Pick Up line is a hands-free zone, so help us keep kids safe AND keep the line moving by 

saving phone calls and texts for later. 

2. Please pull up as much as you can to keep the line moving. Try to avoid large gaps in the line so we can make 

dismissal run smoothly for our students and staff! 

Tardies – students are to report to class on time. Students who are late to class will not be permitted to enter without a 

pass. We will implement our tardy pass policy on Monday, August 17, 2026. After a student receives 5 tardies, school 

consequences will be given. Please talk to your student and encourage them to be on time for class and refrain from 

walking a peer to class.  

 

Student Ids: All students must wear their IDs daily. Students without an ID will be charged $5 for a replacement. 

Please encourage your student to wear their IDs daily.  

Proof of Residency and Immunization - If you have not completed Proof of Residency or turned in the 7
th

 grade 

immunization records, please contact the computer operator, Lindsey Cooper at 904-547-8484. 

 

Clinic News: If you have any clinic questions, please contact Nurse Kim Lombardi at 904-547-8470. 

 

You’ve Been Caught Getting Your BARK on! Our PBIS positive recognition program will recognize students for 

going above and beyond to meet the RJMMS Guidelines for Success – Being Prepared, Acting Responsibly, 

Respecting Everyone, and Keeping Safe. Students who are recognized will receive Bark Bucks points redeemable in 

our school store.  

 

Our main goal is to keep building the wonderful sense of community that we are so lucky to have at our school. 

Whether it be the excitement of planning and volunteering, to attending activities with your family, know that your 

participation is so appreciated and valuable. Thank you for your support, and please let us know if you need anything!  
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Student Dress Code  

The primary responsibility for a student’s attire resides with the student and their parent(s) or guardian(s). The St. 

Johns County School District expects students to dress in a way that is appropriate for the school day or any school 

sponsored event. Student dress code requirements reflect fair, equitable, and consistent practices for all students, while 

contributing to a safe and positive school climate.  

In accordance with statutory requirement F.S. 1006.07 (students are prohibited from wearing clothing that exposes 

underwear or that exposes body parts in an indecent or vulgar manner).  

Pajamas shall not be worn as exterior clothing on campus.  

Clothing must cover areas from one armpit to the other armpit, down to the mid-thigh. Tops must have shoulder 

straps and be long enough to adequately cover the waistline and not expose the midriff.  

 

Students must wear shoes that are safe and appropriate for the learning environment. Bedroom slippers are 

prohibited.  

The principals or designers will determine the appropriateness of attire in conjunction with the current dress code 

policy.  

 

For special events and occasions (spirt weeks, athletic contests, etc.) principals may modify this policy for their 

particular school.  
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School Bus Rules and Behavior 

Responsibilities of the Student Rider 

➢ Follow the bus operator’s directions instantly.  

➢ Board and disembark assigned school bus at the bus at zoned/assigned school and assigned school bus stop. 

Student riders are not permitted to disembark from school buses at locations other than the zoned and 

assigned school bus stop.  

➢ Remain seated at all times facing to the front of the bus while the school bus is underway.  

➢ Keep head and limbs inside the school bus at all times.  

➢ Refrain from pushing, tripping or other unsafe conduct while boarding, riding and disembarking the school 

bus.  

➢ Refrain from any abusive, profane language, or other inappropriate communications with other student 

riders, school bus operators, school bus attendants, cyclists, motorists and pedestrians.  

➢ Maintain strict silence at railroad crossings to ensure safe crossing of the school bus over the tracks.  

➢ Refrain from consuming food or other substances while aboard a school bus. Water is permitted when 

appropriate at the discretion of the school bus operator. Metal water bottles should be stored in a students’ 

backpack.  

➢ Refrain from using cell phones and other electronic devices aboard a school bus as directed by the school bus 

operator. Audio or video recording aboard a school bus is strictly prohibited.  

➢ Refrain from applying or spraying perfume, cologne or aerosol items aboard a school bus. 

  

Discipline for Student Riders Violating School Bus Rules  

➢ Disruptive behavior and violation of the Code of Conduct on a school bus by a student rider are grounds for 

suspension of the privilege of riding on a school bus, disciplinary action by the school administration, and/or 

assessment of criminal penalties by law enforcement.  

➢ The principal or designee may suspend a student from the school bus for up to ten (10) days per occurrence 

for violating the standards of conduct for student riders aboard a school bus.  

➢  
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Important Notice 
 
Florida Statute 943.082 states that if, following an investigation, it is determined that a person 
knowingly submitted a false tip through FortifyFL, the Internet protocol (IP) address of the device on 
which the tip was submitted will be provided to law enforcement agencies for further investigation, 
and the reporting party may be subject to criminal penalties under s. 837.05. In all other 
circumstances, unless the reporting party has chosen to disclose his or her identity, the report will 
remain anonymous. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


